
Quick Reference Guide: Graphic Arts Category Lettering & Rules 
Please make sure to label your projects in the appropriate categories. 

 
CATEGORY A: CARTOONS / GREETING CARDS 

Cartoons—may be either a single panel or a strip but not larger than 3x8 inches, exclusive of the matting, to 
avoid disqualification. All entries must be backed with a stiff mat board. 
 

Greeting Cards—must be exactly 5x7 inches when folded to avoid disqualification. They may be serious or 
humorous and written for any occasion. They must use only Latin words. A translation of the Latin used must 
be on the 3x5 card, as well as an explanation of unusual techniques used. 
 

CATEGORY B: CHARTS/ILLUST.QUOTES/MAPS/POSTERS 
No bigger than standard poster board 22x28 inches or foam board 20x30 inches. 
 

Charts— They TEACH!  Drawn Charts – must be flat with nothing glued on and drawn entirely by hand. 
Constructed Charts – may be three-dimensional with material attached to them 

Illustrated Quotations — hand drawn and illustrate a recognizable Latin quotation from an original source.  
Maps—contain no computer generated material; may vary in media (e.g., textile reproductions). 

They SHOW WHERE! Be consistent in the language(s) used for labeling place names. 
Drawn Maps & Constructed maps 

Posters— sell an idea, a motto, or a slogan. Relevance to Latin, Greek, JCL or the classical past.  
 

CATEGORY C: DRAWING 
All Drawings are two-dimensional on one piece of paper. There should be no paste-ons. Do not enter groups of 
pictures, as they cannot be judged fairly against a single picture. All entries must be mounted on a stiff mat 
board. Pictures (excluding the mat) must be a minimum size of 8x11 inches and a maximum of 16x20 inches. 
 

CATEGORY D: PAINTING 
All Paintings are two-dimensional on one piece of paper. There should be no paste-ons. Do not enter groups of 
pictures, as they cannot be judged fairly against a single picture. All entries must be mounted on a stiff mat 
board. Acrylic and Oil and Mixed Media are permitted to use canvas. Canvas must be a minimum size of 8x11 
inches and a maximum of 20x24 inches. Pictures (excluding the mat) must be a minimum size of 8x11 inches 
and a maximum of 16x20 inches. 
 

CATEGORY E: DECORATIVE STITCHING 
No kits or patterns should be used without major changes. Embroidery, weaving, and sewing are included in 
this category. Work should be neatly done, flat, not puckered, with even and uniform stitches, and with no knots 
or dark threads showing through from the back. In cross-stitch, all the stitches should cross the same way. 
 



CATEGORY F: DOLLS 
Only handmade dolls may be entered; in order to support and validate the entrant’s creativity no purchased kits 
or patterns should be used without major changes. Delegates may enter a single doll or a group of dolls; dolls 
may be monsters as well as recognizable historical or mythological characters. The workmanship and neatness 
of dolls are essential aspects considered by the judges. Entrants are urged to complete as much stitchery as 
possible by hand. 
 

CATEGORY G: GAMES 
All writing must be legibly presented in ink. Must be in a box or container, which complements the game board 
with a list of equipment (so pieces don’t get lost). There should be no computer-generated graphics, but printed 
rules are acceptable. Entrants are encouraged to make as many elements of the game by hand rather than using 
purchased game pieces or pieces from common board games. 
 

CATEGORY H: JEWELRY 
Must be handmade only. Workmanship and neatness are essential aspects considered by the judges. Should be 
mounted to protect the art. 
 

CATEGORY I: LARGE MODELS 
Must be larger than 12 inches in height, width and depth. Must be more accurate and intricate in detail than 
smaller models. More credit will be given to projects with a majority of handmade elements. 
 

CATEGORY J: MOSAICS 
Should be made on a firm background—not cardboard, unless paper tesserae are used. Whatever type of 
tesserae are used, the entire space should be covered, including the background area, but only by one layer of 
rice, rocks, etc. Do not build up or overlap tesserae. Do not leave spaces between the tesserae. Tesserae should 
be approximately the same size and thickness to give a fairly level finished product. They should be individual, 
separately colored pieces, and firmly attached. Lines drawn to place tesserae should not show, and there should 
be no lines painted on the surface of the finished mosaic. Remember that Roman mosaics were usually floor 
surfaces and meant to be walked upon. They were not just pretty pictures. 
 

CATEGORY K: POTTERY 
Must be handmade only—no molds. Must be a container of some sort (vase, jar, urn, sarcophagus, etc). 
 

CATEGORY L: SMALL MODELS 
Must be 12 inches or smaller in height, width, and depth - They should be able to fit in a 12x12x12 box. Must 
be actual three-dimensional representations of objects, not flat pictures. More credit will be given to projects 
with a majority of handmade elements. 
 
 



CATEGORY M: SCULPTURE 
Must be handmade only – no molds. Must be a figure of some sort, either done in the round, or a relief cut from 
a flat surface. Should have a base to protect the art. 
 

CATEGORY N: TRADITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHY 
An entry must be a single photograph no larger than 8x10 inches. The photo must be matted. All entries must be 
printed on photographic weight paper. The following photos are unacceptable: anything taken from the Internet, 
CD Rom, or other electronic sources; slides; copies made from commercially produced slides or prints, 
including copies of pictures in books, museums, computer-produced photos, etc. This category is for 
photographs taken either with a traditional or digital camera. The only thing that can be done to a photograph is 
cropping and printing it. Nothing may be added to the picture after it is printed. If any special effect is used in 
taking the picture or in the darkroom when printing it, this should be noted on the info card. 
 

CATEGORY O: COMPUTER-ENHANCED PHOTOGRAPHY 
An entry must be a single photograph no larger than 8x10 inches. The photo must be matted. All entries must be 
printed on photographic weight paper. The following photos are unacceptable: anything taken from the Internet, 
CD Rom, or other electronic sources; slides; copies made from commercially produced slides or prints, 
including copies of pictures in books, museums, computer-produced photos, etc. This category involves 
modifications to a photograph after it is taken and then scanned or loaded into a computer. It may include 
changing the color, changing the background, superimposing one photo over another, adding distortions or 
shadows, etc. via a computer. All materials must be the original work of the entrant. You may not use material 
from any source other than your own digital photographs. 
 

CATEGORY P: SCRAPBOOK 
All materials in the scrapbook must pertain to the current school year or to the period after the last state or 
national convention. The scrapbook must be entirely new. No materials from previous scrapbooks may be used. 
All materials used in the scrapbook must pertain to Latin, the Classics, or the Junior Classical League and must 
not be secondary or incidental in nature. Materials that are directly related to the activities of the Junior 
Classical League may be included (maps, brochures, etc.). All paper Scrapbooks must meet the following size 
restrictions: The pages of the scrapbook may be no larger than 22x28 inches (poster board size). The notebook 
or box containing the pages of the scrapbook must be only as large as is necessary to contain the pages. You 
will be penalized 5 points if you fail to follow the size limit. Paper Scrapbooks must be in one volume but may 
be of any shape, excluding scrolls. They should, however, be easy to handle. No glass covers will be permitted, 
however mica and Plexiglass will be allowed. You will lose all Practicality points with a purchased scrapbook. 
 

CATEGORY Q: STATE T-SHIRT 
State T-shirt should be submitted to Graphic Arts during Graphic Arts Registration. Be sure to read the Graphic 
Arts rules. Awards will be given for the best entry in each category as well as the top entry overall. Please be 
aware of the copyright rules listed in the general graphic arts rules above. No sweepstakes points will be 
awarded to the winners. The winning t-shirt may be chosen as Illinois JCL’s state shirt to be worn at the 
National JCL convention. 


